
PROGRAM
I. Storytelling 
II. Movement 

III. Finale

I. Storytelling

My favorite part of  dance is the opportunity 
to perform and to use physical expression 
as a way to tell a story and convey emotion. 
This first section, made up of  three pieces, 
explores the shift from isolation to commu-
nity. Growing up, I often felt as though I was 
dancing alone, disconnected from both my 
surroundings and the peers who once shared 
the studio and stage with me. It wasn’t until I 
arrived at Hamilton, the third dance commu-
nity I became part of, that I truly experienced 
a sense of  belonging. I am deeply grateful 
for the dance department here and wanted to 
reflect that journey through my choreography. 

II. Movement

This second portion focuses on strength, 
technique, composition, and pure movement. 
I set out to work with music without lyrics, 
which pushed me outside of  my comfort 
zone. As I mentioned earlier, I’m drawn to the 
performative, storytelling aspect of  dance, so 
creating choreography without a narrative or 
clear intention felt unfamiliar at first. Still, I 
wanted to explore how movement alone can 
captivate; how dance can be compelling and 

expressive even without lyrics or a defined 
storyline. Although this process was demand-
ing, it became one of  my favorite parts of  the 
experience. Hamilton is home to such incred-
ible movers, and I believe this piece highlights 
their raw physicality and presence. I’m so 
grateful for the dedication of  the five dancers, 
especially their attention to detail and will-
ingness to engage deeply with the work, even 
with my inability to count. 

 
III. Finale 

The final section of  my thesis brings togeth-
er elements from the previous two works. I 
once again choreographed to an instrumental 
track and made it my goal to feature all of  the 
dancers and end the performance with energy 
and impact. When I first heard “Resolve” by 
Nathan Lanier, I was immediately struck by its 
speed and intensity; it made me want to move. 
I knew right away it was the perfect piece to 
close my thesis. It serves as a powerful finale 
to my celebration of  dance. I’m really proud 
of  how this section came together.

 

Dancers: Maia Barber, Samantha Bender, 
Jamie Chow, Maggie Condon, Erin Delaney, 
Caroline Diette, Audrey Draheim, Campbell 
Greene, Ciara Leatherbury, Frankie Marangil, 
Lucy Meola, Erin Merenich, Katharine Powers

A note from the choreographer:  
I would like to use this program to acknowl-
edge my thesis advisor, Casey Avant, and to 
extend a huge thank you to my cast. Casey, 
thank you for giving me the opportunity to 
present my work in the Wellin and for en-
couraging me to create a performance of  
this scale. Your guidance and support, along 
with the autonomy you gave me throughout 
this process, made this semester incredibly 
meaningful. I admire you as a choreographer, 
dancer, and teacher, and I’m excited to contin-
ue learning from you. To my cast, thank you 
for the immense dedication, care, and effort 
you brought to these pieces. I am so grateful 
for each of  you. Your talent and commitment 
brought my vision to life in ways I couldn’t 
have imagined. Thank you, truly. Finally, I 
want to thank my mom. I wouldn’t be danc-
ing without you. Your unwavering support, 
deep commitment, and constant presence 
mean more to me than I can express; they 
never go unnoticed or unappreciated. I am so 
grateful for everything you’ve done for me: 
driving me to and from rehearsals every day, 
doing my makeup and buns, silently cheering 
me on from the audience, and encouraging 
me to pursue every class, intensive, and style. 
My best memories are with you and dance; I 
will remember those forever. Thank you for 
everything. 

Thank you all for being here tonight. I truly 
appreciate your support. I hope this perfor-
mance reflects my deep love for and celebra-
tion of  dance.
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