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M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
DATE:  October 26, 2015 
 
TO:  NEH Workshop Participants, CLASP, Hamilton College 
 
FROM:  Russell Wyland 
  Deputy Director, NEH Division of Research 
  (202) 606-8391; Rwyland@neh.gov  
 
SUBJECT: Review of applications for mock panel 
 
 
The attached materials are for the mock panel portion of the application-writing workshop on 
Thursday, November 5.  To get the most out of the session, please read each of the applications 
and think about how they engage the evaluation criteria.  If you want, assign each application a 
rating using the attached rating scale.   
 
These applications were submitted to the NEH Fellowships competition within the last few years.  
I have chosen Fellowships applications because they work particularly well when discussing 
application-writing strategies.  What we discuss during the mock panel portion of the workshop 
should be of interest beyond the Fellowships program and, I hope, beyond NEH programs.    
 
As you read the applications, please keep in mind that they have been selected for a particular 
purpose: that is, to give you a chance to consider three approaches to crafting applications.  They 
are not intended to serve as models, nor are they intended, by virtue of their subjects, to suggest 
particular areas of Endowment interest.  Applications for NEH awards are as diverse, in both 
subject matter and methodology, as the applicants who submit them. 
 
For reasons of confidentiality, I have omitted or generalized cover sheets and résumés for this 
exercise. 
 
I look forward to meeting with you on the 5th.   
 
Attachments 
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Criteria for Evaluation: 
 
Evaluators are asked to apply the following five criteria when judging the quality of applications.  
 

1.  The intellectual significance of the proposed project, including its value to humanities 
scholars, general audiences, or both.  
 

2. The quality or promise of quality of the applicant’s work as an interpreter of the 
humanities.  

 
3. The quality of the conception, definition, organization, and description of the project and 

the applicant’s clarity of expression.  
 

4. The feasibility of the proposed plan of work, including, when appropriate, the soundness 
of the dissemination and access plans.  

 
5. The likelihood that the applicant will complete the project.  

 
Fellowships support projects at any stage of development. 
 
 
 
Rating Scale: 
 
E = Excellent 
VG = Very Good 
G = Good 
SM = Some Merit 
NC = Not Competitive 
 
Sorry, NEH does not allow split ratings (e.g. VG/G or E/NC) or other types of shading (e.g. VG- 
or G++). 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

PROJECT TITLE:  European Slave Trading in the Indian Ocean, 1500‐1850 
 
 
Resume highlights 
 
Position 

Associate Professor of History at a 4‐year state institution 
 
Education 

Ph.D. from a Big Ten university  in history   
 
 
Previous Awards and Grants 

•  1 ACLS fellowship in 2004 

•  1 Fulbright award in 1992 
 
 
Publication Highlights 

•   1 book published with a university press 

•  9 articles and book chapters 
 
Other 

•  Several recent national and international conference presentations 

 
Referees  

•  Two history professors from research universities 

 
 
 
 
 











 

PROJECT TITLE:  Poetry Wars of the Early Republic 
 
 
Resume highlights 
 
 
Position 

Associate Professor of American literature at small, liberal arts college in Minnesota 
 
 
Education 

Ph.D. from Rutgers University   
 
 
Previous Awards and Grants 

•  3 summer research awards from employing institution 
 
 
Publication Highlights 

•   previous university press book 

•   several essays and articles in scholarly, peer reviewed publications 

•  several conference papers and presentation 

 
Awards and Honors 

•   one national‐level, short‐term fellowship 

•   two research awards for employing institution 

 
Other information 

•   teaching summary 

 
Referees  

•  One senior professor in history; one senior professor in American literature 
(from dissertation committee) 

 
 
 
 
 











 

PROJECT TITLE:  Under the Pink: The Pink‐Ribbon Culture of Breast Cancer 
 
 
Resume highlights 
 
 
Position 

Part‐time Professor of Sociology at a private, 4‐year institution 
 
 
Education 

Ph.D. from SUNY  –  Albany   in  sociology  and  women’s  studies    
 
 
 
Previous Awards and Grants 

•  3 summer research awards from employing institution 
 
 
Publication Highlights 

•   several articles for a broad, public audience 

•   active blogger on topics related to medical sociology 

•  8 recent articles in scholarly journals 
 

 
Referees  

•  One senior professor in sociology and women’s studies; one mid‐career 
professor in medical sociology 

 
 
 
 
 



Under the Pink: A Book Project Analyzing the Pink-Ribbon Culture of Breast Cancer 

Project Summary, page 1 

Within the growing area of medical humanities, the social sciences focus on how culture 
interacts with individual experiences of illness and the way medicine is practiced within 
particular socio-cultural contexts. By focusing on the pink-ribbon culture of breast cancer, Under 
the Pink will be a significant contribution to the medical humanities in furthering understandings 
of the personal and social meanings of illness as well as how these meanings are produced and 
reinforced. A primary goal for this book is to illuminate women’s experiences and uncover how 
women negotiate pink-ribbon culture. Qualitative analysis revealing patterns in women’s 
experiences and coping strategies, is based upon six years of ethnographic data and in depth 
interviews with sixty American women. Additional research during the grant period will expand 
the preliminary analysis of pink-ribbon culture to include content and narrative analysis of key 
sites of cultural production: 1) national advertising campaigns to raise awareness or funding, 
such as Komen Foundation’s Race for the Cure, National Breast Cancer Awareness Month, 
Yoplait Yogurt’s “Save Lids to Save Lives” campaign; 2) popular reference and self-help books 
such as Grobstein’s The Breast Cancer Book (2005), Dr. Susan Love’s Breast Book (2000);  3) 
breast cancer biographies such as Middlebrook’s Seeing the Crab (1997), Mayer’s story of 
treatment and recovery (1993), Art.Rage.US: Art and Writing by Women with Breast Cancer 
(1998), the collection Chicken Soup for the Breast Cancer Survivor's Soul (2006); and 4) 
promotional materials for select community-based breast cancer events. I have already gathered 
an enormous range of materials for analysis and will apply the empirical and theoretical insights 
of the medical humanities to my sociological analysis of these narratives and cultural artifacts. 
See appendix for select visual representations. 

 
Under the Pink examines a number of questions related to identity and representation, 

demonstrating that breast cancer survivors’ experiences are not just personal. They are colored 
by power relations, circumstances, cultural expectations, gender ideologies, and other social and 
cultural factors. The social context of breast cancer associates pink both with femininity (defined 
in terms of nurturance, empathy, and self-sacrifice) and with breast cancer support and 
survivorship. The rhetoric of pink-ribbon culture creates tensions between these two sources of 
identity for women. This study analyzes how idealized feminine characteristics work in 
conjunction with the survivor’s courage and triumph, determination and perseverance, optimism 
and strength in waging the war against breast cancer. Secondly, it explores how different 
domains of representation overlap. As medicine has become another form of mass consumption, 
the category medical consumer has gained high social status. Instead of being referred to as 
patients, medical consumers are advised that becoming “informed” is the “most important thing 
[they] can do.” Within pink-ribbon culture, the role of medical consumer is integrated into the 
image of the model breast cancer survivor. As optimistic, proactive, courageous, and 
aggressively seeking treatment, the survivor exhibits agency that shifts the responsibility of 
decision-making and treatment outcomes from the medical system to the individual herself. 
These social roles influence the “rules” of survivorship, and women’s narratives reveal the often 
hidden strategies used to navigate them.  

 
External factors, however, cannot be separated from the embodied experience of illness. 

Extending the work of anthropologist Arthur Kleinman (1988) and sociologist Arthur Frank 
(1991, 1995), Under the Pink situates the social context of breast cancer within women’s 
holistic, communicative experiences. Women who are diagnosed with breast cancer construct 
new identities as survivors and re-construct their identities as women. While some become 
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Under the Pink: A Book Project Analyzing the Pink-Ribbon Culture of Breast Cancer 

Project Summary, page 2 

hopeful and empowered with the models of triumphant survivorship that the pink-ribbon culture 
promotes, many feel that it does not represent them, support them, or even recognize them. 
Women’s narratives reveal an ongoing self-transformation that results from changes to the body 
and the illness itself, but also from the incursions of a pink-ribbon culture that require particular 
kinds of public presentations. Pressures to perform as exemplary survivors can be painful for 
those who are suffering emotionally and/or physically. At the same time, hiding one’s suffering 
beneath a guise of optimism and hope allows others to deny it. Pink-ribbon culture furthers this 
denial in its construction of social support, which is defined as the display and consumption of 
“pink” (ribbons, t-shirts, bracelets, teddy bears, 5-Kilometer walks, etc). Such representations 
and symbolic actions may signify concern, promote solidarity, honor or memorialize someone, 
and even contribute funds towards research or services. Yet, these actions obscure breast cancer 
survivors’ actual experiences, limit avenues for support, and divert attention from deep analysis 
of the social and cultural forces that influence breast cancer survivors’ resources and choices.  

 
Under the Pink is significant because it engages and illuminates a subject of both popular 

and scholarly interest. The National Cancer Institute estimates that a woman in the US has a 1:8 
chance of developing invasive breast cancer during her lifetime, whereas this risk was about 1:11 
in 1975. As more women are diagnosed with breast cancer each year, society is faced with a 
dilemma about how to foster hope and support for the millions of women living with a breast 
cancer diagnosis while warning all women about their relative risk. Heightened public attention 
to breast cancer reflects this concern. The public discourse has varied foci, yet there are three 
general types of books shaping general understandings of breast cancer: academic books, 
medically-oriented reference books, and personal biographies. While they serve different 
functions—from surveying some of the historical, social, and cultural forces that impact breast 
cancer over time, to offering information on how to manage breast cancer and make decisions, to 
sharing personal stories that offer hope or practicality—none of these books address how 
histories, institutions, social movements, political economies, and ordinary personal experiences 
intersect to produce, reinforce, and contest pink-ribbon culture.  

 
In the academic literature, Leopold (1999) and Lerner (2001) explore medical practices, 

political influence, and shifts in public opinion. They illustrate that the promise of medicine is 
undermined by beliefs, political interests, and scientific bravado. In contrast, Olson’s historical 
account (2005) tells the stories of notable women who have confronted breast cancer over time 
and in different parts of the world, suggesting the inevitability of progress and innovation in 
medicine and technology. While these books analyze revealing historical accounts to understand 
the circumstances and effects of medicine on breast cancer, the accounts themselves comprise a 
small subset of women’s experiences and lead to differing conclusions. Ferguson and Kasper’s 
(2002) collection of essays complicates the historical record by focusing on the role society itself 
plays in shaping the breast cancer epidemic. The book presents evidence about a broad range of 
social forces, such as social inequality, medical ideology, economic interests, and activism. 
However, the book does not offer a holistic view of how these forces work together to construct 
a breast cancer culture. King (2006) offers a striking account of one key dimension of the breast 
cancer context, the use of the pink ribbon in cause-marketing. The political economy of breast 
cancer has indeed been a force in constructing pink-ribbon culture, but this culture (and women’s 
responses to it) is not the focus of the book. Under the Pink will fill these gaps and offer new 
insight into why women use the kinds of strategies they do when confronting breast cancer and 
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Under the Pink: A Book Project Analyzing the Pink-Ribbon Culture of Breast Cancer 

Project Summary, page 3 

the pink-ribbon culture that surrounds it. Under the Pink attends to the role of gender, medicine, 
embodiment, media, consumption, individualism, and social activism in the creation of a pink-
ribbon culture that has profound effects on breast cancer survivors and those who want to 
support them. Because the book will be written in an accessible language that does not require 
familiarity with disciplinary vocabulary, it will speak to a variety of audiences with their own 
interests in gender, culture, and medicine. 

My research plan is scheduled as follows. I have been working on this project since 2001, 
and I have three related essays published or under review— 1) “On the Receiving End: Women, 
Caring, and Breast Cancer;” 2) “The Balancing Act: Gender Negotiation as Coping Strategy;” 
and 3) “The Biomedicalization of Breast Cancer and Production of Technoscientific Identities.” I 
have completed substantial research for the chapters outlined below. By the beginning of the 
fellowship term, I will have completed four chapters (2, 3, 5, and 8), and I am currently 
submitting the book prospectus to several university presses. I would do additional analysis for 
chapters 6 and 7 during the term of the fellowship; however, I do not require support for travel or 
archival research. The fellowship would allow me to complete the analysis and writing for the 
remaining chapters as well as revise the full draft of the manuscript to be submitted to a 
university press by June 2008. 

Under the Pink is outlined as follows: 

− Chapter 1: “Breast Cancer in Context” will orient the reader to the scope and context of 
breast cancer in the United States. 

− Chapter 2: “Cassandra’s Story” reveals a full sense of one person’s experience with breast 
cancer as she perceives it to be. It also displays social processes, beliefs, emotions and 
challenges that cut across sixty women’s stories, despite their unique circumstances.  

− Chapter 3: “What do I Do Now? Responding to a Breast Cancer Diagnosis” shows how 
becoming an informed medical consumer is an ongoing process that is rooted in a tension 
between medical control and individual agency. 

− Chapter 4: “Under the Pink: Becoming Selfish” examines how women make sense of the 
transitions and transformations that breast cancer demands and illuminates how personal 
understandings fit within broader cultural conceptions about femininity and pink 
survivorship. 

− Chapter 5: “The Balancing Act” analyzes the ways that gender expectations conflict with the 
need to focus on oneself in response to illness and demonstrates the strategies women 
develop to balance their needs with the needs of others. 

− Chapter 6: “Consuming Pink: Ribbons, Gender, and Social Support” gives a history of the 
pink ribbon and its role in publicity, consumption, survivorship, and the construction of 
social support through symbolic action. 

− Chapter 7: “Shades of Pink: Pathways to Survivorship” explores survivorship as a social 
status that offers empowerment to some women while inhibiting the paths that others have 
chosen to cope with breast cancer. 

− Chapter 8: “The Power of Pink?” examines the sense of solidarity that survivorship creates 
among women with breast cancer, whether or not they embrace pink-ribbon culture.  
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