
COVID -19 ACADEMIC 

SPACE GUIDELINES



Introduction & Purpose

ÅCOVID-19 has had an unprecedented impact upon the 
world in general and the education sector specifically.

ÅIŀƳƛƭǘƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ǇŜŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ άƴŜǿ ƴƻǊƳŀƭέ ǳƴǘƛƭ 
pharmaceutical interventions (vaccines or therapeutics) 
are available and mass-distributed.

ÅUntil that time, academic operations must be informed by 
the guidance contained herein.

2



Introduction & Purpose

ÅThe whole of our residential academic experience is 
driven by three key and well-established non-
ǇƘŀǊƳŀŎŜǳǘƛŎŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ όbtLΩǎύΥ
ïPhysical distancing

ïFace coverings

ïHeightened cleaning/disinfection and hand hygiene
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Introduction & Purpose

ÅGiven that the academic learning environment is diverse 
ōȅ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ŎǊƛǘŜǊƛŀΧ

ïClassroom shape and size, location (indoor/outdoor), specialized 
spaces (labs/studios), performance-based, physical/athletic, etc.

ÅΧƻǳǊ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƪŜȅ btLΩǎ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ 
standardized as much as possible.
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Introduction & Purpose

ÅTherefore, the focus of this analysis is to provide sufficient 
general and space-specific guidance to inform academic 
delivery decision-making.

ïWe will focus on general classroom spaces first, then get into 
specialized spacesτincluding faculty/student collaborations.

ÅAs new information becomes available or new directives 
are initiated, Hamilton will update its plan and approach.
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General Classroom Spaces
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General Classroom CriteriaτPhysical 
Distancing

ÅPoint #1 on direct contact:
ïThere shall be no direct contactwith any person (with or 

without masks) and no direct contactwith shared equipment 
without first following cleaning and disinfection protocols as 
per the below.
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General Classroom CriteriaτPhysical 
Distancing

ÅPoint #2 on close contact
ïClose contact with a COVID-positive person is defined as 10 

minutes or more in a 24-hour period. Anyone deemed a close 
contact is subject to quarantine and symptom monitoring 
protocols.

ïTherefore, while incidental close contact may be unavoidable 
(crossing doorways, carrying heavy objects, etc.), close contact 
should be avoided.
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General Classroom CriteriaτPhysical 
Distancing

ÅAt a functional level, we primarily 
achieve physical distancing by de-
ŘŜƴǎƛŦȅƛƴƎ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ǎǇŀŎŜǎΧ
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General Classroom CriteriaτPhysical Distancing

ÅSpaces with loose/non-fixed seating will have chairs removed. 
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Taylor Science G041Kirner-Johnson 102



General Classroom CriteriaτPhysical Distancing

ÅSpaces with fixed seating will have chairs 
labeled making them unavailable for use.
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KJ 125Wellin Hall



General Classroom CriteriaτPhysical Distancing

Å The spatial de-densifying process is 
ongoing and fluid, and some spaces will 
have arrangement options.

Å For example, this space (Science 3039) 
has three different options:

ïComputer classroomτfits 11

ïStandard classroomτfits 9

ïSeminar arrangementτfits 8

12


