
 

 
Auditions Spring, 2026 
 
Dear singers, it is a joy to welcome you to another semester of music making here at Hamilton!  
 
Auditions will take place on January 19, 2026  in Schambach 201 (Choir Room). Please see the next page 
for audition instructions. Some late auditions may be granted—contact Prof. Botha. 
 
The College Choir is dedicated to building strong bonds between singers and serving the Hamilton 
community through repertoire that embraces tradition, inclusion, and innovation. This spring, we will 
present two choral gems—Schicksalslied (Johannes Brahms) and Hear my Prayer (Felix Mendelssohn) 
alongside the Clinton Community Choir and Colgate University Chorus. We will also host our first 
artist-in-residence: Moira Smiley. She is a specialist in various folk techniques, especially Americana, and 
does extensive creative work in the realm of embodied sound. The rest of the semester is filled with multiple 
performance opportunities at Hamilton College events, such as End-of-semester Concerts, Class & Charter 
Day, Baccalaureate, and Commencement. 

●​ Hamilton College Choir meets Mondays and Wednesdays 7-9pm in Wellin Hall or List 106 
(check announcements)  

●​ First rehearsal: Wednesday, January 21, 2026 
 
Please note that while we are accepting new Hamilton College Choir members, the group touring to NYC 
(March 12-15, 2026) has already been selected.  
 
I look forward to meeting (or catching up with) you! If you have any questions, feel free to reach out to me 
at cbotha@hamilton.edu. Stay healthy, stay safe, and enjoy the break.  
 
With kind regards, 
Professor Charlotte Botha 
 
See next page for instructions… 
 

 
 
How to audition 



 

In order to audition, you will need to complete three tasks: 
1.​ Complete the audition application form. 

2.​ Select an audition slot on Sign-up Genius here. 

3.​ Arrive 5 minutes early, and complete your 8-minute in-person audition in Schambach 201. 
 

Your audition will comprise three parts: 
A.​ Prepared song - own choice  

Prepare to perform a short or partial folk song, hymn, anthem, lullaby, spiritual, etc. of your choice. This 
will be sung a cappella (without accompaniment). Your performance should be about 30 seconds to 1 
minute long, and should definitely not exceed 2 minutes. I’m happy to provide your preferred starting 
note. Popular choices include Amazing Grace, Silent Night, Shenandoah, My Country ‘tis of Thee, 
Somewhere Over the Rainbow, In the Bleak Midwinter, Be like the Bird, Swing Low Swing Chariot, She’s 
like the Swallow, hymns, national anthems, or Happy Birthday.  

B.​ Prepared song - prescribed 
Prepare to perform Touch Hands by Abbie Betinis and speak about details of the score related to time 
signature, note values, key, language, dynamics, etc. A score (available on the next page) will also be 
provided at the audition. You may choose to sing from memory.  

C.​ Vocalization 
I will guide you through some vocalizations to get a sense of your vocal range, aural skill, tone colour, and 
where you might best fit into the choir. 

 
The following criteria will be considered when evaluating your performance: tone, phrasing, intonation, diction, 
breath control, musicality, and whether your voice will be well-suited to the ensemble. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSex_1BGCWNN9CBBzkv1qfu4yUkP02q5z1fvVQ4qfGJvKEgT8w/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=111568217636360194133
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0D4EABAC2CA7F8C43-60646401-hamilton


 

Prescribed song 
Hamilton College Choir - Spring 2026 Auditions 
 
There will be a print-out of this page at the audition.  

 

Prepare so sing this short song in the octave that is most comfortable for you. You may choose to sing 

it in the original key (as written) or in the alternative key.  

 

Listening sample (first 30 seconds) Basses and Tenors may want to listen a bit further for when the 

Bass and Tenor in the recording sing the second verse. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* If you are not used to singing from Western notation, mention that in your audition. Some of our 

strongest members did not read Western notation when they joined the College Choir. 

 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SzRJwgpypt0

