FIRST YEAR: Meeting and making friends

Christopher G. Takacs

The most significant event in a student’s first year ategellwill be finding a
small group of students to befriend, bond with, spend time with, and idemnitif.
Joining a social group, irregardless of what that group is, idirdtegateway students
pass through in their college experience—those few students who do notHerd to
share their first year of college with constitute the majooitystudents who leave the
institution. Thankfully, for an individual student, hundreds of others arfeeiisame boat
they are, and meeting new people, while it may be stressfubdficult, especially in
those first few days and weeks, occurs at a relatively rapid—patudents will meet
dozens, maybe even hundreds of students within a short period of nidneyutof them
have numerous opportunities to hang out, talk, and spend time together.

There are numerous environmental and organizational factors directly
encouraging this process of network-building.

First, the various pre-orientation, orientation, and first few weelctivities
available to and sometimes mandatory for first-year studemtym@cally structured so as
to maximize both the quality and quantity of students’ interactwitis one another.
Activities that bring together students living in a dorm, or students who intenddo imaj
a certain field, or other such categorizations have explicit gaath as informing
students of available resources or about their academic respaesilaiid options, also

serve the purpose of bringing students together and providing them netitingy venue



to meet one another, but a shared experience to talk and often comiptait. One
popular shared complaint arising in the first few days is theefjile” nature of many
orientation activities—playing games, talking about hopes and fead, playing
introduction games, while probably themselves successful at encausagial grouping
and networking, also provides a shared experience that students cabgokend laugh
at later. Describing these activities as “lame” is anoalruniform complaint from
students.

Second, as we shall discuss in detail later on in the book, theeghstsucture of
liberal arts colleges—their residential nature and small camplgs—asrks to increase
interaction amongst students, and hence amplifies the number of Loppestto meet
others. A student would have to seriously go out of their meiyto meet new people
during their first few weeks. Nowhere is this clearer thahaw first-years are required
to have a roommate. Though many students will end up not being palyicitse to
their roommates, the roommate relationship provides a basic smaclee for students
to build off of, which, for students who might shut themselves out of Visek
networking opportunities, can provide them with a lifeline to a sapeup. Dorms,
common eating halls, classes, lounges, common rooms, hallways, andagiveoms
also provide physical spaces for interaction, and all arergigng@opulated by other
students at the same time of day.

Third, student-driven activities, such as campus organizations, spaties,pa
study groups, and Greek societies, can also provide venues for stumlenéett one

another during their first few weeks. Indeed, these occasions andizatgans will



continue to provide such opportunities throughout a students’ time at college, though they
are often most important for a student’s social life during the first year.

Forth, there seems to be a kind of snowballing effect that can sarddufes take
place when students meet one another—at the start of the firsif daygntation, John
might only know his roommate and a friend from high school, but byrittieotthe day
he has met two people through his roommate, three more throubiglhischool friend,
and the next day, some of them will introduce John to more new studdratsn turn
have a group of other people they have met. While there are lntitsat far this can and
will go, it illustrates the rapid escalation of networking thatnm students go through
early on. To some extent, this process will continue throughout cotlemegh it is most
important early on, as it is through friends that students rheembst people, and the
most closely networked people—in other words, this is the proceseubh fprmation,
groups that will constitute a student’s social circle(s) throughout college.

In this paper | will examine the ways students make friendshatwork, and the

forces at work that encourage and discourage such networking.

I ntegrating into campus culture

Let us turn to some examples of students’ experiences during theirviraieieks
and months at college to illustrate the most common, important, aectiedf ways
students develop their social groups—namely, dorms, organizations and social

networking (touched on above).



1. Orientation

“Orientation” encompasses a variety of activities that, brogoiyalang, attempt
to orient students to college life by introducing them to studentdamudty, outlining
rules, regulations, and expectations, and explaining the various restmrsaglents on
campus. The purposes of these activities are numerous—one of themlycéstdo
introduce students to one another by creating artificial groupsl lmasstudents’ dorms,
dorm floors, and advising groups, amongst others.

The short-term success of these endeavors can be significant-atoient
activities provide structured environments for students to meet onkeanahd make
initial connections. Creating artificial groups, further, can providdents with a kind of
comfort zone that allows them to network further. The long-term sadoe orientation
activities, on the other hand, is far less: students typically tanake their best friends

during pre-orientation and orientation activities.

I: On the subject of meeting people, | mean how hard did you find it

to meet people, and where did you meet people?

S: | did the [Adirondack Adventure] thing.
I: Okay.
S: So that was a huge advantage when we were at orientatnohat A

first like | sort of went out of my way to meet people becgusebecause
you live next to someone doesn’t mean you're going to have anything

common with them. Maybe you will, but ultimately | hang out wiib t



people | do things with, and a couple of people that | met like during
orientation or whatever that | just clicked with.

I: Have you found that you've kept your friends from AA, or kind of
moved away, or?

S: Both. Like I intersect with a couple of them doing a couple of
things | do, like theatre and stuff. But other than that, like there@me

people from my trip that | just never talk to anymore. [Jane 01-02]

Jane identifies her participation in a pre-orientation activity—éwack Adventure—as
providing her with a “huge advantage” socially. Indeed, the eatilents network with
each other, the sooner they will typically establish their sge@p and meet students

who will become their closest friends.

2. Dorms

Dorms provide the venues for most students’ first interactions tivetin peers,
and thus the first situations in which they can make friends. Téerea number of
reasons a majority of students meet most of their first friends througltnmis.

First, the simple proximity of students, living next to one anotilethe same

room, down the hall, and sharing a kitchen, bathroom, and building, alficagrtiy

! This raises some interesting institutional issidgmely, it goes to the heart of the issue of wietite-
orientation activities are fair to students who ot participate in them. Essentially, pre-oriemati
activities give a head start to participating studethough to what extent they benefit at the agpeof
non-participants is not clear. One possible netigrikmodel would show the pre-orientation particiggan
creating and defining their own social groups eatian orientation groups, and excluding the daigon-
only participants. Another model would show the sgmmocess, but with networking connections between
isolated orientation-only students and groups d-gmientation students, meaning that pre-orientatio
activities can also benefit non-participants.



increase the likelihood that students will run into one another and habharge to
interact. For Anne, “Living in the dorms has probably been the besbfbeing here |
think just because it's like a sleepover like 24/7. And it’s like g@living with your
friends” [Anne 01-02]

Second, such interaction is not intentional—a studannot help but live in a

dorm and have dorm mates:

In my hall there are three rooms basically. A triple of baysjuad of
boys, and my quad of girls. And we’re extremely like tight-kmt &'’s
very entertaining down there. It's almost like it's not parttioeé real
world because we’re so close, it's just like things just happleatss
funny. It just might be because we’ve become close friends notsaeites

by choice, but because we live with one another. [Liz 01-02]

Setting matters, as it provides the students with somethingktatialit: neighbors joke
about the poor state of the bathrooms in the dorm, or whether they botlsé&nmother
people on their floor, or where their rooms are. Dorms providie &acto shared
experience, and hence content for discussion to break down the basity arixie
introductions and small talk. Further the repetitive nature of theuemer—students see
their dorm mates and neighbors numerous times in a day—makes ytingaoksible for

students not to develop some kind of relationship with their neighbors.



| think it would be hard not to make new friends, but especially in my
dorm, | think like our dorm is unbelievably close... | mean it's notane
the larger dorms, but it seems like most every freshman knowg @ber
freshman will hang out with them. | mean it's really, ieslty good there

| think. Outside of that, | mean | know a lot of other guys outside,thiut s

| feel like a tight bond within Kirkland | guess. [james 01-02]

You're really kind of just placed in this setting with a lot offatent
people, especially [in] the first couple of weeks and no one knows eac
other. You don't feel bad just like going up to somebody and going like
hey, I'm Alex. Everyone’s in the same boat so you don't feel bastinge
people, and once you've met people, who you actually end up hanging out
with is another matter altogether. But | mean, I've becom#ypobose
friends with people on my floor just because we're just alwagang,

you know. [Alex 01-02]

That dorms are a fruitful means of initially making friendewdd not be terribly
surprising. The intensity of exposure students have to one anotherasthigbdorms, the
dorms provide shared experiences (good and bad) for students to talkaablosttydents
see their dorm mates more frequently than most other groupsmgusaFurther, when
students are still attempting to learn the social ropeéseotchool, they have little sense
of the social structure of the school, and hence lack the abilitpder what group to

anchor themselves to. Dorms provide a de factor identity and group mambiens



many students who are too hesitant or shy to seek these out eseahsimply for
students who want another channel of networking.

First-year housing is structured so as to make it easyuddests to make initial
contacts with other students, and to provide a baseline of friendswihach students
can branch out, and eventually develop a close circle of friends. Asawe outlined
elsewhere, a great deal of the liberal arts college msaslfructured (both by the college
and by students) to make it easy for students to meet andctntend first-year housing

is one of the first cases of this kind of social engineering that students woillréac.

3. Activities

As soon as the first week, many students begin participatirextracurricular
activities, which can range from clubs and sports to organizatmmhv@unteer work.
For first-year students, these activities can be a primayyinvavhich they meet others.
Almost regardless of the kind of activity, the student will betigpating with other
students, and not only have contact with those students, but also havedaesiparience
with them. Here we will look at how the type of activity studgyagicipate in can shape
their first-year social world, and also some of the socidkep® that emerge from the
relationships between students’ extracurricular participationreiddocial lives, such as
how increased interaction between students of different clags y® extracurriculars

diminishes the social importance of class year.



A. SPORTS

For most of the students who participate in them, sports teamstuengteir
primary circle of closest friends. Significantly, sportarsat the very beginning of the
first semester, sometimes even in the summer, meaning thajrthip of students will
spend long hours with each other right from the start, all paatiog in the same
activity, and in a competitive, physical, and high-stress environnidrg. bonding
process between teammates is obvious, and it is little wonder that studepsathbsest
group of friends will almost always be their teammates, whetlgestudent is a first-year

or a senior.

Yeah, it has been very easy [to make friends]. Like crew tieget... had | not
done crew, | would probably have a different set of friends, butstdedinitely

easy to make them. [Jen 01-02]

When | started playing, we started having meetings for softball | started
playing softball, and | was on the [team] so | got to meet pdophe here and
there from that, and like I'm really good friends with a lottie¢ girls on the

team.[Marie 01-02]

Student athletes emphasized how the intensity of the activity and the shareeneepeir

learning to improve helped bind them to their teammates:



l: Like where do you find that you're meeting these friends?

S: Crew. | have a good friend that live on the third floor that dpes

a novice too, so if like we bonded together as learning how to row.

I: So has crew been, what do you think of crew so far in reggect
like a social outlet?

S: | feel like I've gotten to know my boat really well, and obvigusl|
there’s a distinction between novice and varsity. But | mean we somewhat
met them, like I'm going to Pennsylvania for the regatta, and Weiteéy

met people on the bus. It's nice to have a few people that are waking up at
5:30 and rowing with you. And we’re like yeah, great, you're here too.

[laura 01-02]

S: We spend a lot of time together honestly, practicing sa ittt
easier to relate to those guys than just say some other gezsanse
you're always around them basically, and their lifestylelst ke yours.
You have to really kind of manage your time a lot differently than

someone that doesn’t have to wake up really early in the morningtto g

practice.
I: Yeah.
S: And then practice at night too. Your whole lifestyle kind of

changes once the season comes along. Just naturally because you’

always around them because they're going through the same thaigs
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you're going through. It's a lot easier to relate to tHammnk. [frank 02-

03]

The amount of time the students will spend together (quantity), andtémsity of their
experience (quality) will typicalfyhave a directly positive effect on their solidarity as
friends, a relationship that explains why first years who j@ports teams

overwhelmingly find the most and closest friends on those tdams.

B. SOCIETIES

For students who join them, Greek societies will constituterafisignt portion of
their social life—they will develop many, if not most of theiehds within their society,
and much of their social life will be related to their soemtctivities and members. The
process of joining a society begins early—far before pledgimdy even rushing—it
effectively begins when students start to develop their fostak groups, meet other
people whom they might pledge with, and interact with members ofaitietys For
example, Jay found himself being pursued by a fraternity, and mebddh deal of new

people that way:

As a freshman, fraternities are really interested imid$ having to pledge
and whatnot. They would always make sure, at least mine did] [that
you're invited to things and they want you to come out and meet other

people and get you sort of involved in the social scene. And tlady re

2 Though there are cases where this makes bacredhtps worse.
% In our panel, this relationship was without exé@ptthough some athletes did comment that theyzhad
close group of friends outside of sports in additio that of their sports team.
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did that, and | was impressed that they go out and actually sedddth
they want to hang out with. And | thought that was, especially as a
freshman, just coming into a new school | was, it made me reaityof
maybe want to engage the Hamilton social scene | guess.et [pme of

my best friends] through football, and then he joined my fraternityd A
another through a high school friend of mine, who then also joined my
fraternity. So we really started to be friends before wejaatied a
fraternity; and then just being in the fraternity togethand] all three of

us roomed together, that really solidified our friendship, and we’ve gone
on vacation with each other and done all the things that, we've just

become very, very close. [jay 03-04]

Thus, despite the fact that the formal process of joining the grées faace
much later in the year, a student’s social circle is influettgetheir deliberation about
and preparation for joining in much the same way as a student’$ lfecis influenced
by participation in any student activity. The actual bonding probe$ween society
members, however, does take place at another time, and so wevevilllsadiscussion of

it for later.

C. A CAPELLA AND CHOIR
Aside from sports and societies, students most frequently discubsd
participation in A Capella choir groups as significantly shaghegr first-year social

worlds. As with sports, students in A Capella groups spend a gedaifdene with their
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fellow singers in a high-stress, coordinated, performance-driven) tsavironment.
Further, these students rarely have time for much else, asmthedeémands from singing

tend to dominate outside of classes.

[Freshman year] you come and like there’s like 70 people and you don’t
know anybody. And then about halfway through, you generally do a play
or a musical, and everybody sort of bonds in like January when you get
back from spring break. And since freshman year, they've just imge
family. And you go on tour and there’s 70 people, which is a lot. But by
the end of the year, you sort of have found the particular 15 or 2Qaha

see around campus all the time, that you have the same clagsesnd
they’'ve sort of just been like a community, if that makes amge [judy

04-05]

A lot of my friends are people from choir or from Tumbling After, or
people | met through them, which I kind of like because | like the pdopl
work with. | feel like a lot of the people | knew, but am not like close with
any more my freshman year, | feel like they may have aglogp of
friends who are the people they live next to. | think that probadgypens

a lot to people who are less involved in less time intensive aesititan |

am, and like that’s cool, but | mean what do you have in common? Like
why are you friends with the person who lives next door to you? &gues

works sometimes. Like my best friend here doesn’t do anjieobame
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things | do. She’s my roommate now, but I didn’t live with her. 1 he

through some people I lived with. So | don’t know. It just worked out

well | guess.

l: And how are they affecting your experience?

S: | think it's the usual college drama because, you know, that's what

happens when people live together. But you know, mostly it's good.

have people to have fun with and to go to when I'm not happy, and like

you know, | do it for them, and | don’t know. | mean it's like having
friends everywhere else, except they live right down the hall.

[jane 02-03]

S: ... And also a lot of my friends are also in the Buffers, Wwiiim in. |

live with them. It's an a cappella group, and | live with thers ylear so
we’ve gotten closer than last year.

I: What do you think you've gained from like being part of [the
Buffers]...?

S: Well, as | said before | live with the guys in choir groupl#e gained
like kind of an extra group of friends. It's kind of like a B fraternity. [John

01-02]

S: ... I guess I'd say, | guess like | would say like in like organizatiods a

groups, you know. That's like pretty much like a big place tbatare to
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meet people, and you get to like talk to them more often. Becausmlike
the weekends, parties, yeah you socialize, and like, but it's like you tend to
socialize with the people you already know. You don’t really $aeia
with anybody else. But like in organizations and in groups, you do.

[Victoria 01-02[

For many student singers, their choral groups almost totally tdestheir circle of
friends during their first year, which is why John commentedhisa® Capella group is
like a “B fraternity"—the intensity of the social experienisethe same, though the

specific activity may differ.

D. POROUS CLASS YEARS

Extracurriculars are also one of the main ways first-year stsidentlop contacts
with students of other years. Many first-years seemed suttpatsieow porous class year
boundaries were in the campus’ social scene, especially compatieeirt high school
experiences, where class year is much more of a solid b#&srisocial interaction.

According to students, there appears to be little hierarchical organizatitesbyyear:

S: It didn't really feel like | was isolated [freshman gleaYou know, |
got to know plenty of upper classmen at the same time | got to know
freshmen. 1didn’t feel too cut off.

I: How did you get to meet your upperclassmen friends?
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S: Shared interests usually or other friends, friends of frighizk 01-

02]

I: ... | started to meet people just through hockey and stuff igermore

like upper classmen, juniors, seniors, and more sophomores.

I: More sophomores, uh-huh

S: I don’t know, and throughout the year | got to meet people in my own

class. [Tom 01-02]

S: And the musical a cappella/theatre thing, is both helpful betause
get to party with upper classmen, and like meet them, and issals of
restricted because | don't really know the people I live next tinatlwell
because I'm never there.

I: That's a give and take, yeah.

S: Yeah. [Jane 01-02]

S: I've met a lot of upper classmen... who have introduced me to
more upper classmen, which is what | was saying before. elly/rhard

for freshman to meet upper classmen. [susie johnston 01-02]

The diminished importance of class year for social status lageols likely due to the

greater interaction between members of different class yban in high school. This

hierarchy is probably also reduced between members of groups suchmgsis
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organizations and Greek societies, where internal hierarchies e groups are more
important? To outsiders, fraternity brothers dpeothers, regardless of their class year.
Editors of the paper are @llitors. Members of the defensive team of a college’s football
program ardeammates, not freshmen, sophomores, etc. Internally, however, there may
be a strict status hierarchy, which might well correspondassciears. To the outside
world, though, members of the group retain their group’s status. Thisipgatitically
important, tying in to issues of individual versus group responsibilidyidentity, which,

in relation to Greek societies, has become a hotbed of media and atiéfiton in

recent years. We will return to this point later on in the book. [REMINDER: do this]

4. Networking
Sarah found, like a majority of students, that her roommates anfdiénwds from
soccer were her initial source of frietdand that this group in turn introduced her to

other students:

As far as making friends, my roommates and | for the fospte weeks
just kind of stuck together. We have sort of a group of friends tbae w
all connected in some way and it's actually really weird whersitvdown

and think about how we all know each other from different people that w

* Though these internal hierarchies may to someegeggflect a year-based hierarchy, such as offizfeas
sorority, editors of a newspaper, etc.

®> We should note that when students use the woidniis,” they do not necessarily mean their closest
group of friends, but often use this word as alcatt not just for their closest friends, but afso students
they know and are on good terms with but don’t spemuch time with, and sometimes even just
acquaintances and friends of friends. The slippetyre of this word is itself significant, as itlinates the
vast variety of types of friendship that studerds experience. We will use the word as studentstdo—
denote a variety of types of friendship and acdaaiceship, and specify the type when appropriate.
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have friends in common from high school... And as far as meeting people,
| think I've met more people through other people, than | have iwlitke
classes and stuff like that. [And also | met] two [friends] lo@ $occer
team that | made in the beginning of the year, and now | heedriends

on the soccer team because we just met through people. [Sarah 01-02]

Other students had similar success meeting friends through frigelg because, in
these social situations where a student is meeting new peoplekrtbe at least one

other person, significantly increasing their comfort in that situation:

S: I met a lot of people through the football team. | also nhett @f teammate’s
friends, like my teammates and their friends that are not onothtedll team.

[john 01-02]

I: Tell me a little bit about how you met your friends at Héwni, like through
what sort of like avenue was it, dorms, classes, activities?

S: The friends that | have now, let’'s see, | met... So | kephgdy to them, and
then I'd see them at parties and | talk to them, and slowly I'elt teem and I'd
meet their friends. | just say hi to everybody, and slowly pe@dponded to

that. [Reanna 01-02]

I: If you could just tell me briefly how you met your friends here at Hamilt
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S: The majority | met because we lived together. It was nte ray two
roommates, and the quad of girls from across the hall. Outsidefit was
people | met on Adirondack Adventure. And then from there, it kifotariched
out to other roommates and other acquaintances and other friends. Myofroup

friends is really big. [Ashley 01-02]

Given that once students know at least a small handful of otherspétwiork of friends
and acquaintances naturally grows (up to a certain limit) alexgsonentially, making
those first friends is key, a process that typically origimah dorm rooms, then dorms,

and can also be generated a little later on through participation in organizations

Exclusivity astheresidue of group formation

Numerous students commented how, by the second semester of gteyedr, social
groups had cemented into exclusive cliques, a pattern that distreasgdstudents who

were excited about the social openness of their first semester:

| feel like in the beginning freshman year all the freshmeneweally
friendly to each other. They're all trying to find people who tfes} will

be their good friends, or even just their friends for now, whateverhenay
someone to eat with, you know. The activity is that they just don’t want to

be doing it alone. And then once people kind of start to like find thei
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friends, like immediately all like all relations are cut offike who cares,
you know, oh | haven't met you yet? Well, you're probably not worth
being my friend anyways. Who cares because | already hiawneldr |
don’'t need you. So | feel like that attitude really develops kinelady.

At the same time, however, | mean in small settings like, you ktieew,
classroom or whatever, | feel like it's easy kind of to make bomugess

with people. [sasha smith 02-03]

This anxiety about exclusion is common amongst students. For studehisjeax more
so than hierarchical popularity, which is another organizational eultiat many
students found in high school, is the most negative aspect of soeiatli€ollege.
Exclusion, however, is a part of a community’s organizational cultuaad of itself, and
arises out of the natural process of building social networks, and gegelgroups of
friends.

Group formation is the defining characteristic of the sodmldf students in their
first year, and an essential part of group formation is the emolus outsiders—any
group necessarily has boundaries, and while this does not meanoinatngembers are
consciously exclusionary of non-members, there is a degree asextyl inherent in any
group. This exclusivity (or at least the feeling of it by outsjlean increase in groups
that have spent more time together, such as with students who dttgepdeorientation

outdoors camping experience:
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The first week two of my roommates went on Adirondack Adventure, and
| didn’t... During that first couple of weeks everyone knows people from
Adirondack Adventure, and it's just hard, | mean even though a lot of kids
didn’t go on it, you just don’t feel as connected. | think a lot of kids I
talked to that didn’t go just didn’t know it was that important. Ihnlisad
gone on it now just because | could save a little bit of that. [KmiS01-

02]

This exclusivity can also be magnified in cases where the gsotgntered around some
kind of formal activity, like a sports team, where people who aempart of the team
simply have not shared the same experiences as the team—thiegaddhé inside jokes
and don't understand the language and character of the group.

Students are highly attuned to the feeling of exclusion—mostéxerienced it
in great quantities in high school, and all students who discussedadtjde how they
hated the clique-based nature of their social life before colksgk hoped that college
was different. Most students, however, quickly found that the sames fofraxclusion
were also present at college, and that they developed within thatshadly in a matter
of days.

While we can recognize this process as a natural one—indeed, growgtidorm
and the exclusion of outsiders go hand in hand—students frequently disti@spite the
fact that they are no doubt a part of it's creation and perpetu@ioly. one student

offered a rationalization of this process:
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S: | thought it was pretty easy [to make friends] last.ydawas kind

of funny the way | did it because | was actually talking % nmommate

and my, and my two other closest friends about meeting peopleethnis y
It's not so much harder to meet people this year, it's, since yeadsl
have your really tight group of friends, you're less apt to go outrgrad t
meet new people since you're kind of satisfied with who you’re around
and who your friends are already. And | guess | can kind of sgxiag|,

but then again there’s a reason why you don’t, you know, extend yourself
all the time because you already have your tight group of friends.

I: So you've sort of found your niche?

S: Yeah. [frank 02-03]

Frank’s explanation was uniqgue—most students saw exclusivity a®-dimensional
phenomenon, where they were excluded from a group, instead of also d&eing t
phenomenon from the perspective of the group, where exclusivitynecessary and
natural social process.

There are a number of factors that may contribute to the gessarsé students
have that groups of students exclude one another. First, we might Isipettieat the
feeling of being excluded is greater in smaller communitiéeere members more easily
recognize each other’'s status as member or non-memberioéra gyoup. Second, in
communities where there is greater interaction—even if tigs Wwalking past someone
else—between two given individuals, such as on small campuses, thg tdedxclusion

will also increase. Third, small communities in which a given imldigl can be aware of

22



all or most of the different groups that exist will increase fdeding of exclusion—

students know the names and memberships of the fraternities antleyrinow who is

on what sports team, know what students sit at the round table ¢afthavhat students
hang out in the library, what students live in suite 4A, and know thatdihewt belong

to any of these groups. Hence, in a small, residential collegegvahgiven student is
generally aware of who belongs to what group, and who spends tae \&and with

whom, and where this student regularly sees other students (probablych as 30% of
the student population) throughout the day, once social groups form, théosensa
exclusion can be quite strong.

Our painting of this rather bleak picture of a social world thatkiyiossifies into
rigid social cliques does not completely do it justice. To be Seee tis a great deal of
flexibility between groups—some students can occupy a nhumber of gabopse, in the
same way that students can be members of a sorority, sport, axaog number of
organizations at once. Reanna and Sasha make just this point, compdrisghuigl to

their first experiences in college:

When | first got here, | was scared. | was scared of everytirwas kind
of like high school to me again at first because everyone wafojusing

their cliques really fast and trying to get groups of stuthvpeople. But
it's not like high school. There are cliques, but they're not ag ag high
school is. Like there’s not a necessary social hierarchyhbrg ts a slight

one. [Reanna 01-02]
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S: There are still cliques | guess. But at the same tinagpenit's
because clearly there are more people so there are mdrenof and so

like they're just, it doesn’t seem nearly as important anymdtenever
really seemed that important to me, but still there were yalvii&e the
stigmas like the girls who wore like the ass-tight black pantb lke
walked around with like their chest like this. You know, like shoulders
back, like hooking up with every guy in sight, like they were likecihe

girls, you know, because they were like bitches to everyone, and like tha
made them really cool. And like I've seen people like that hereatlitie
same time it's like, you know, like you can do what you want tordb a
hang with your group, and you can be whatever you think you are, but like
it doesn’t really matter.

I: So like the clique thing matters less here than high school?

S: Yeah, yeah, | think so. [sasha smith 01-02]

Further, these groups will have varying levels of exclusidgpending on the factors
outlined above.

Also, not all members of solidified social groups are happy ath exclusive
their own social world is. Some students noted that they were dissatrgtiedhow their
fraternity or sport dominated their time and social energy, ardthiey had trouble

making friends and meeting people outside of these ossified groups:
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| think because of swimming, it kept me away from people outside the
sport... that's when you're supposed to hang out with your roommates in
that two month period. | didn’t like my roommates, so | didn’t reladlgig

out with my roommates | started swimming on kind of like hung out with
the team, and then like after swimming was over, | kind of Iike like a
friend of the team but not like great friends. It's not likeold call them

up to do something, so | started to meet some friends through diksesl|

and friends through them, and you know, that's basically, that's kind of

how I did it actually, just through class. [Jane 01-02]

S: Especially during pledging, like I'd want to hang out with my other
friends. | mean my roommate, | had a roommate that | riledig. | had

a couple other buddies that lived down the hall, and | mean ther@s tim
when all the, when all my fraternity brothers expect you, Inpeame on
let's hang out tonight. And it's just like well, | want to do tlwgh my
buddy. And come on, we’re in your fraternity. | mean it's juss hard
but | do find time. But it's just like, | mean you have to ga& so much

| guess.

I: You have to put a little extra effort into it?

S: Yeah. | wish all my friends were in my fraternity. Theuld be

unbelievable. [james 02-03]
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Exclusivity is a double edged sword for students—it allows groups tease
their solidarity, but also creates barriers to outsiders. Wheenegative side of this
process seems to be less significant than in high school forimesitill distressing for
students who wish they could maintain the social openness of theefingtster. We will
return to issues of exclusivity throughout this book, as it will conttaw®ntribute to the

shape of campus social life and the climate of the culture.

Concluding remarks

A student’s first year is dominated by finding and solidifymgocial group, a
process that requires students to meet a great deal gb¢lees, which in turn is aided by
a number of things such as orientation activities, the resideatigbus, extracurriculars,
and exponential networking. The way students meet one another, and dhenme
through which they make friends and develop social groups, have profoeats efh
both individual students’ social futures, and the social organizatiomgdisculture. A
student’s decision to participate in certain activities suclspasts, societies, and A
Capella groups, will significantly shape their social circlsisthe same time, the rapid
solidification of social groups means that students who act esdyto benefit the most,
and that students who do not, can find themselves in limited soaiatigits. On the
cultural level, we see that the increased exposure of firss-yeaipperclassmen through
extracurriculars diminishes the importance of a student’s gkeaisto their place in the

campus’ social hierarchy, though hierarchy certainly exists alongetitfénes.
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