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THE WELLIN MUSEUM OF ART PRESENTS
MARGARITA CABRERA: SPACE IN BETWEEN

On view from February 10 through June 10, 2018

Exhibition Comprises Sculptures That Continue the Artist’s Ongoing Exploration of Economic,
Labor, and Cultural Relationships Between the U.S. and Latin America

Margarita Cabrera, Left: Space in Between — Nopal (Sol Espinoza), 2016. Border patrol uniform fabric, copper wire, thread, and
terra cotta pot, 60 x 68 x 17 in. Right: Margarita Cabrera. Space in Between - Nopal (Sara Hernandez), 2016. Border patrol
uniform fabric, copper wire, thread, terracotta pot, 51 % x 48 x 18 in. Courtesy of the artist and Talley Dunn Gallery, Dallas, TX.
© Margarita Cabrera.

Clinton, NY—The Wellin Museum of Art at Hamilton College presents Margarita Cabrera: Space in
Between, featuring sculptures that examine the relationship between the U.S. and Latin America through
the stories of immigrants. Cabrera’s choice for the exhibition title is inspired by the term Nepantla, a
Nahuatl Aztec concept referencing “the space in the middle” as it relates to marginalized cultures and
their resistance strategies for survival. The exhibition is on view from February 10 through June 10, 2018.

The works on view—some 25 fabric sculptures that resemble desert plants indigenous to the
Southwestern United States—result from a social practice collaboration between immigrants to the United
States from Mexico and Central America and Cabrera. The works are made using traditional sewing and
embroidery techniques from Los Tenangos, Hidalgo, Mexico, which employ colorful narrative traditions
that reflect popular culture, traditional rituals, and myths of the Otomi indigenous communities. Made
from border-patrol uniforms, the works are fabric forms that incorporate stories, stitched into the material
itself, of the personal experiences of Latin Americans crossing the U.S. border.



“With these works, we have created art pieces that serve as cultural and historical artifacts that value and
document the experiences, struggles, and achievements of those who have found their way, often through
migration and exceptional sacrifice, to new places where they now work to contribute meaningfully
within their communities,” explains Margarita Cabrera.

Tracy L. Adler, Johnson-Pote Director of the Wellin, who organized the exhibition, notes, “With this
exhibition, we hope to share the complexities of issues that are very much in the news. Artists are on the
forefront of interpreting and responding to current events in real time and here Cabrera has personalized a
subject that is close to her as a Mexican-American artist. We often think of these issues without
consideration of the people who are impacted directly, so these sculptures—which are clearly handmade
and made by many different hands—bring forward personal and individual perspectives that help
humanize the issue. The works on view touch on many subjects—social, cultural, and historical—and act
as a catalyst for dialogues across disciplines here at Hamilton College.”

A collaboration between artist Margarita Cabrera, the Arizona State University Art Museum, and the
Desert Botanical Garden in Phoenix, Arizona, Space in Between is a continuation of Cabrera’s ongoing
work with Spanish-speaking immigrant communities in the United States, centered on the promotion of
cultural dialogues around community, craft, immigration, cultural identity, and labor, through art.

Space in Between was first presented as a workshop in early 2010 at BOX 13 Artspace in Houston, Texas,
and select works are currently on view as part of Prospect.4: The Lotus in Spite of the Swamp, the fourth
iteration of New Orleans’ citywide triennial of contemporary art. Participants in the workshop were
immigrants to the U.S. from Mexico and Central America, who produced numerous sculptural replicas of
desert plants indigenous to the Southwestern United States. Subsequent workshops took place in
Charlotte, North Carolina as part of The Knight Artist-in-Residence at the McColl Center for Visual Arts;
at Santa Fe Art Institute, New Mexico; and in Phoenix, Arizona at Combine Studio, in collaboration with
Arizona State University and Desert Botanical Gardens.

Margarita Cabrera was born in Monterrey, Mexico and grew up in Mexico City, Salt Lake City, and El
Paso, Texas. She received an MFA in Combined Media from Hunter College, CUNY. In 2012, she was a
recipient of the Knight Artist-in-Residence at the McColl Center for Visual Art in Charlotte, North
Carolina. Cabrera is also a recipient of the Joan Mitchell Foundation Grant and the Artspace Residency.
She is an Assistant Professor of Art at Arizona State University in Tempe.

The exhibition will be on view simultaneously with This Place, which explores the contested spaces of
Israel and the West Bank through the eyes of 12 acclaimed photographers from around the world.

Join the conversation on social media by tagging @wellinmuseum and using the hashtags
#ThisPlaceWellin and #MargaritaCabrera when posting.

About the Ruth and Elmer Wellin Museum of Art

Designed by Machado Silvetti, the Ruth and Elmer Wellin Museum of Art at Hamilton College opened in
October 2012. Through its exhibitions, public programs, and educational outreach, the Museum promotes
interdisciplinary approaches and the cross-fertilization of concepts and ideas vital to a liberal arts
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education. The Museum works with emerging and established artists and collaborates with Hamilton
students and faculty to develop programming exploring a wide range of disciplines. The Museum features
a 27-foot-high visible archive, 6,200 square feet of exhibition space, and other amenities that foster
common exchange and learning. For more information, visit http://www.hamilton.edu/wellin.
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